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Israel’s Peace with the PLO

Can the leopard change his spots.. the wolf become a lamb?

Two years ago, the world was electrified by “the handshake” and the mutual recognition of
Israel and the PLO. The Israelis promised the PLO control initially over Gaza and Jericho,
with autonomy over all of the “West Bank” and “final status” discussions on Jerusalem to
follow. With two years of experience behind us, one wonders where this is going to lead.

What are the facts?

The PLO and Yassir Arafat. The
aim is and has always been the notorious
“phased plan™: to eliminate Israel in two
stages—first by creating a Palestinian
state in any territory vacated by Israel
and then using that state to foment an
allied Arab assault against the truncated
and critically vulnerable Jewish state.

Since the signing of the Oslo agree-
ment two years ago, Arafat has not ful-
filled the promises that he has made and
the assurances that he has given. Terror
has increased; more Israelis have been
murdered and maimed by the Palestini-
ans than in any previous comparable
period. Until the “handshake”Arafat was
officially declared a terrorist by the Unit-
ed States government and was not

exception of Egypt and Jordan, are still
in a state of war with Israel. They are
armed to the teeth, not just with “con-
ventional” weapons, but with missiles
that even today can reach any part of
Israel, and with weapons of mass
destruction—chemical, biological
and nuclear.

With the “West Bank” in Arab
hands, missiles won’t be needed. Mor-
tars and shoulder-held Stingers would
suffice to threaten every commercial
flight into and out of Israel, to impede
the take-off of military airplanes and to
threaten and rain destruction on the
principal cities of Israel and its most
important industrial, commercial and
military installations. Sure, the world
would insist that the new Palestinian
state be demilitarized. But does any-
body really
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attacks. The fact
that such a man could appear on the
White House lawn, that he could shake
hands with the President of the United
States, and that he could be awarded the
Nobel Prize for Peace is truly astonishing.

A mortal danger to Israel.
Turning over control of the Gaza strip
and any part of the “West Bank” to the
Arabs puts Israel in mortal peril. The
basic conflict is not between Israel and
the “Palestinians”, with whom some
accommodation, some arrangement of
autonomy, could certainly be reached.
The basic conflict is with the Arab
nations, most of which, with the sole

vacuum to
exist for any length of time—even in the
unlikely case that the Palestinians would
so desire? If it yielded the “West Bank”,
Israel would be only nine miles wide at
its narrow waist—it would take no
major military effort to slice it in half
and to destroy it. No country should
expose itself to such peril. But with the
Judean hills in enemy hands, and with-
out the elaborate warning system on
those hills, Israel is totally indefensible
and at the mercy of its enemies. That is
the opinion of 100 U.S. generals and
admirals who so reported to the Presi-
dent and to the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

We all want peace and, surely, besieged Israel, which has been under constant attack since
the day of its creation, wants peace more than anybody. And it is likely that such fervent
wish for peace has led Israel into making fateful concessions to Yassir Arafat and the PLO.
It will be almost impossible to reverse what has been done. The process of empowering
the Palestinians will almost certainly result in a Palestinian state. Will it, as we are told, be
“democratic” and peaceful? Not likely! Every one of the 22 Arab states is totalitarian,
ruled autocratically, and ruthlessly abusive of human rights. Another Lebanon, carved on
Israel’s back, with never-ending strife and bloodshed is much more likely—a source of
constant terrorist attacks against Israel and ultimately the source of a new Mid-East war.
In such a war, Israel’s ability to defend itself and to prevail would be in serious question.
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